TOUGHBOOKS FOR LEGNANO.
HOSPITAL PERSONNEL.

Legnano Hospital is one of four facilities part of an entire medical complex that also
includes the hospitals Magenta, Cuggiono,
and Abbiategrasso. 4,500 employees are
responsible for providing care for around
80,000 patients each year.

www.toughbook.eu

TOUGHBOOKS IN ACTION. A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR DOCTORS
AND NURSES.
In 2006, a wireless network was installed which connected
the hospital's individual floors and various departments with
one another - an important step for a far-flung facility where
some of the organization's most important medical
examinations are conducted, including blood and X-ray
procedures, and virus tests. Masses of information are
generated for each patient, and doctors and medical
assistants are required to manage it quickly and securely.
The Lombardy-based hospital corporation was actually one
of the first in Italy to deploy computers to manage patient
files. Toughbooks from Panasonic were chosen for this
purpose as the ideal mobile solution. Today, over 100
notebooks have been put into service. They are bringing
numerous advantages in terms of both data and patient
safety, and the entire hospital staff is delighted with their
performance.

As a result, Legnano Hospital made the decision to equip
hospital personnel with the robust yet super light Panasonic
Toughbook CF-T7. This Toughbook can withstand drops of up
to 76 cm, and has a hard drive that is resistant to shocks and
vibrations and it weighs simply 1.385 grams. Thanks to the
high-performance lithium-ion battery, the CF-T7 can operate
for up to 9 hours without an external power supply. And
thanks to its compact design and strap attached to the
bottom of the case, the Toughbook CF-T7 is particularly easy
to handle. The touchscreen makes data entry incredibly
intuitive, and allows chief physicians, doctors, and medical
assistants to log in treatment information for each individual
patient. And the notebook's water-resistant keyboard - one
of this Toughbook's key features - keeps liquids out and
allows it to be wiped down.

THE CHOICE

ADVANTAGES AND RESULTS

Bumps and drops are par for the course in a hospital
environment, particularly in the emergency room.
Healthcare organizations not only need a computer
architecture that can handle all of the technical aspects of
patient information management, but also a tough, robust
tool capable of supporting doctors in their daily work.

Panasonic Toughbooks are used to prescribe individual
treatments for patients, as well as to inform the various
diagnostic, pathology, anatomy and X-ray laboratories. Test
results can then be uploaded and transmitted to the
responsible hospital department. In the future, the CF-T7
will also be used at the patient's bedside to allow doctors
and medical assistants to ensure consistent medical
treatment of the highest quality. "Initially, we started with
the hospital's resuscitation department," says Dr. Claudio
Caccia, Chief Information Officer of Legnano Hospital. "But
there are already future plans to deploy the notebooks at the
patient's bedside, where all data regarding the development
of a patient's clinical picture can be documented. "All of this
was made possible by the implementation of a wireless
network in the hospital complex which connects individual
departments, floors, and buildings with one another. This
was augmented by a previously installed network that
unifies all of the hospital's computer systems, as well as
sensitive patient data which is protected through data
encryption".

"Each station is linked online," adds Dr. Caccia. "Every
examination and every test result is transmitted across the
network, which gives all authorized healthcare workers
round-the-clock access to patient files." Thanks to a clinical
data repository and wireless functionality, upload times have
been dramatically shortened. And the transfer of medical
report errors has been greatly reduced. According to Monica
Andorlini, head nurse of urology, all physician and nursing
staff teams are able to work with a higher degree of safety.
"Until now, all reports were written by hand, which often
lead to discrepancies because of illegible handwriting. Since
we started using the Panasonic Toughbook, each patient is
now assigned a code. Now, for example, it is no longer
possible to mix up patient data."
Now, patient records can be managed with greater speed, an
important consideration in a hospital setting. Today,
individual departments can receive critical lab results like Xray images in a matter of seconds. The information can then
be made available to all departments and medical teams at
the patient's bedside. "The results that we have achieved
thus far have been excellent. The next step is to extend this
trial phase to all stations," concludes Dr. Caccia.

